
 
 

Workshop “Ethically and socially responsible governance of research biobanks in the Baltic 

states” 

March 19, 2020 

University of Latvia, Jelgavas Str. 3, Riga, Room 106 

 

11:30-12:00 Registration and welcome coffee  

12:00-12:15 Introduction  

12:15-12:30 Public’s awareness of and attitudes towards research 

biobanks in Latvia 

Signe Mežinska 

University of Latvia 

12:30-12:45 Governance of research biobanks in Latvia: future 

perspectives 

Vita Rovīte 

Latvian Biomedical 

Research and Study Centre 

12:45-12:50 Questions & answers  

12:50-13:05 Lithuanian biobanking: ethical and legal issues  Eugenijus Gefenas 

Jurate Lekstutiene  

Vilnius University 

13:05-13:20 Practical issues of biobanking in Lithuania  Zivile Gudleviciene 

National Cancer Institute 

13:20-13:25 Questions & answers  

13:25-13:40 Ethical and social aspects in biobank governance in 

Estonia 

Neeme Tõnisson 

Estonian biobank 

13:40-13:55 Ethical challenges in biobank governance in Iceland  Svava Sigurðardóttir 

University of Iceland 

13:55-14:00 Questions & answers  

14:00-15:00 Lunch  

15:00-15:30 Implementation of GDPR in the context of biobanks: 

challenges and solutions  

Santa Slokenberga 

Lund University 

15:30- 15:50 ELSI between service and research: key issues across 

Europe 

Michaela Th. Mayrhofer 

BBMRI-ERIC 

15:50-16:10 Coffee break  

16:10-18:00 Discussion on future collaboration to address ethical 

and social issues in research biobanking in the Baltic 

states 

 

 


